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CHAIR OF GOVERNOR UPDATE 
 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to let you know that Lindsay Hamilton has been appointed as 

the new headteacher of Bellingham Middle School from September 2020. We are confident that this 

exciting appointment will ensure that strong leadership of your local middle school continues when 

Mrs Samuels leaves at the end of the summer term. Mrs Samuels and Mrs Hamilton will liaise 

closely to ensure a smooth handover and continuity for BMS pupils, staff and families.  

Kind regards, 

David Gundry      
Chair of Governors 
 

 

HEADTEACHER MESSAGE 
 

I would like to thank the many BMS families who have been in touch with such kind words recently. 
This has meant a great deal to me and I shall miss you all very much! However, I am so pleased to 
learn that a suitable appointment has been made and offer my congratulations to Lindsay Hamilton 
on taking up the reins here at Bellingham Middle School from September. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Helen Samuels 
Headteacher 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

NEW HEADTEACHER MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 

   
 
  

 
 
 

I cannot tell you how truly delighted I am to be the new Headteacher of 

Bellingham Middle from September.  The news is still sinking in!  I feel incredibly 

lucky to be leading a school that is situated within such a supportive, caring 

community and cannot wait to be part of the Bellingham team.   

I'm passionate about middle schools and have worked within them across 

Northumberland and Newcastle for over twenty years.  I value the rich, 

educational experiences that they offer children at what is a crucial stage of 

their development.  With this in mind, I want to continue to build upon the 

fantastic achievements of Bellingham Middle ensuring that your children receive 

the best education possible.  

I completely understand that some of you may be anxious with such a big 

change in leadership, but I want to reassure you that standards will remain high 

and I will be liaising closely with Mrs Samuels over the coming months.  I hope 

that September brings further easing of lockdown restrictions as I have so many 

plans in order to meet you all face to face! 

In the meantime, during this tricky time, please look after each other and stay 

safe.  I cannot wait to meet you all. 

Lindsay Hamilton 
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Getty Museum Challenge 
 
Can you recreate a famous artwork using household objects? Click on the link to find out more! 
 

       
 

Getty Museum Challenge 
 

 
 

The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition 2020 
 
Choose one of the topics in the Junior Category (under 14yrs) and enter by 30th June 2020. 

 

 
 

Click here to find out more 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Category Topics 

Imagine you are Planet Earth, what would you say 

to humans? 

A Blue Commonwealth: it is not too late to save 

our oceans. True or false?  

In 2019, students in more than 100 countries 

walked out of school to protest climate change. 

How can young people get their voices heard and 

make a difference?  

My planet, my place. 

https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/getty-artworks-recreated-with-household-items-by-creative-geniuses-the-world-over/
https://blogs.getty.edu/iris/getty-artworks-recreated-with-household-items-by-creative-geniuses-the-world-over/
https://www.thercs.org/pages/category/literacy
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JAMES DYSON CHALLENGES 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                Have your circumstances changed due to COVID-19?  
You may be able to claim vouchers. An application only takes a few minutes. 

Click on the link below to apply. 
 

 
Apply for Free School Meals 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Can you skewer a balloon without popping it? 

Coat a nail in copper? What happens when you 

plug a clock into a potato?  Dyson engineers 

have designed these challenges specifically for 

children. Ideal for home or in the classroom, 

they encourage inquisitive young minds to get 

excited about engineering. 

Click here for Challenge Cards 

https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=Free_School_Meals
https://www.jamesdysonfoundation.co.uk/resources/challenge-cards.html
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