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HEADTEACHER MESSAGE

We have enjoyed listening to KS2 this week as they rehearse their song to sing at Durham Cathedral next Wednesday. If you would like a preview, then you are welcome to pop along for a coffee and listen at end of our last rehearsal at 2.15pm on Tuesday 5th February. Although not a concert, it would be lovely for the children to have an audience. 

A reminder for your diary that our Parents’ Evening dates are now available: Wednesday 6th March and Thursday 14th March. You will be receiving a progress report for your child beforehand to help you decide which teachers you would like to make an appointment with. For parents/carers of Y6 pupils, we will also be holding our SATs information evening on Wednesday 27th February. 
Please could we remind all parents/carers that spray deodorants are not allowed in school. If pupils wear deodorant and feel the need to reapply at school, then this should be a roll-on or stick deodorant. We have a significant number of pupils with asthma and ask for your full support on this matter.
Finally, the arrival of snow has brought challenges for some families today. We really appreciate that it is frustrating when transport is not running due to the road conditions. As always, please continue to put your child’s safety first and consider whether the forecast will allow you to get your child home again before setting out in the snow. Enrichment work is always available on our website for any child who needs home learning in an emergency. Remember that you can find out about school closures by ringing Message Line: 0844 445 7463, charged at a local rate, or listening to BBC Radio Newcastle, or looking at the school or county websites (www.northumberland.gov.uk/alerts).
Kind regards,
Helen Samuels,

Acting Headteacher

______________________________________________________________________________________
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO TOGETHER THIS WEEKEND?
COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS                                      
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Attendance this week – 97.4%
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Did you know?
Absences add up! Missing just 2 days a month means a child misses 10% of the school year.
_______________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL NEWS AND EVENTS
	WELL DONE TO OUR HOUSE POINT HEROES OF THE WEEK!



	KESTREL (147)
	MERLIN (106)
	OSPREY (125)
	PEREGRINE (125)

	Grace (Y5)

Katie (Y6)

Lucy (Y7)

Alex & Jacob (Y8)


	Cameron (Y5)

Hannah (Y6)

Amy (Y7)

Connor (Y8)
	Liam (Y5)

Meadow (Y6)

Tayah (Y7)

Bethany (Y8)
	Shane (Y5)

Emily (Y6)

Sam (Y7)

Annalise (Y8)

	Congratulations to Kestrel for winning last half-term: non-uniform Kestrel reward day on 8th Feb.
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MEMOS AND REMINDERS
School Closures: Find out about school closures by ringing Message Line: 0844 445 7463, charged at a local rate, or listening to BBC Radio Newcastle, or looking at the school or county websites (www.northumberland.gov.uk/alerts).
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    Bike Helmets: Your child must wear a bike helmet as he or she cycles to or from our school. We will let you know if we notice your child without a helmet and have to insist that he or she does not ride until one is worn.  Please remind your child to stay safe on our roads by wearing a helmet. 
Contacting school if your child is ill: Could all parents please inform us by 9.15 am if your child is not able to attend school due to illness. You can leave a message on the answerphone if the line is busy or email:  middleadmin@bellinghampartnership.uk
Dinner Money: Please pay on the day or weekly on Mondays, using a named envelope. It is not possible to put credit on a tab. Whilst we would never see a child go hungry, we cannot afford to subsidise your child’s meal. If you require free school meals for your child, then please apply to Northumberland County Council. Call: 01670 623592 or apply online, using the link below. Thank you for your support. 

Apply for Free School Meals
:
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES    
Fri 1st Feb




Y5 Campus Explorers: to be rescheduled due to snow
Fri 1st Feb




Optional Prayer Space – Candlemas

Wed 6th Feb



KS2 Enrichment Challenge Trip – bus leaves at 8am
Fri 8th Feb 




KS2 + Y8 Northumbria University Outreach

Fri 8th Feb




Non Uniform Reward Day for Kestrel House

Thurs 14th Feb



Valentine’s Disco  6.00pm-7.30pm

Fri 15th Feb




Non Uniform Reward Day – all pupils

Wed 27th Feb




SATs Information Evening 6.00pm

Thurs 7th Mar




World Book Day

Fri 15th Mar




Red Nose Day

Mon 18th-Fri 22nd Feb


Half-term week

Tues 26th Feb



KS3 Univenture at Newcastle University
Wed 6th Mar




Parents’ Evening  4.00-7.00pm
Thurs 14th Mar



Parents’ Evening  4.00 – 7.00pm
Tues 26th Mar




KS3 Army Youth Engagement Day with Sandhurst (at BMS)
Thurs 28th Mar
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2nd & 3rd February - Coal Forest, Woodhorn: Follow this fascinating Coal Forest Art Trail. See magical art installations pop up throughout Woodhorn Museum and its colliery heritage buildings. This is a family friendly programme that changes with the seasons - Let Go (autumn), Glow (winter) and Grow (Spring). � HYPERLINK "https://www.visitnorthumberland.com/exhibition/coal-forest-art-trail-opens-at-woodhorn-museum&ssid=1621794" ��Coal Forest�








Chalk’s building yard will be open for you to craft rockets and design your own space accessories.





Then boogie on down to Bowie, Beastie Boys the Beatles and other space classics, all in an atmosphere of moon projections and space sparkle.





They are providing a morning and afternoon disco.





Venue: The Sill, Once Brewed, Hexham, NE47 7AN


Date & Time: Sat 26th Jan, 11am and 2pm


Hall, Castle and Gardens is transformed into an illuminated world.





16th February – Centre for Life, Newcastle:  A FREE monthly computer coding club for people age 8-17 run by volunteers and hosted by Life. CoderDojo is an open source, volunteer-led movement orientated around running free, not-for-profit coding clubs and regular sessions for young people. It is run by external volunteers and hosted by Life. CoderDojo sessions run at Life on every third Saturday of the month. Visitors should bring along their own laptop and power cable if possible. � HYPERLINK "https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/coderdojo-north-east-6360746717?s=29812475" ��CoderDojo online booking�





Book your tickets via CoderDojo on Eventbrite (booking opens approx 2 weeks in advance).





CoderDojo sessions run at Life on every third Saturday of the month. Visitors should bring along their own laptop and power cable if possible.





Book your tickets via CoderDojo on Eventbrite (booking opens approx 2 weeks in advance). (FREE) Great exercise for everyone and accessible for wheelchairs and pushchairs, Bolam Lake Country Park is situated in the heart of the beautiful Northumberland countryside surrounded by historic landscapes and dramatic views. Take a wintry walk around the lake or explore the woodland. Café, toilets and visitors’ centre available. 





Thank you! We really appreciate all your efforts in getting to school on time, ready to start our day promptly.

















Never Such Innocence: Y7 and Y8 pupils worked together in the run up to International Holocaust Remembrance Day to reflect on how younger generations can learn lessons from history to resolve conflict. With the support of guest speakers, historian Eleanor and professional singer-songwriter Marty, they have written an original song together. We are looking forward to the MP3 file arriving back at school so that KS3 can practise their performance of this excellent creative curriculum work. Well done to everyone in KS3 for superb engagement and teamwork! 
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