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HEADTEACHER MESSAGE

We have enjoyed another busy time in school this week, which saw the beginning of Advent marked by a special assembly thanks to the Revd Dr Susan Ramsaran. We reflected on how we can give to others who might not have as much as we do, especially as we approach Christmas. The Pupil Forum is consulting with classes about how BMS might next support the community.
We would like to invite families and friends to a Christmas Celebration with the children at school on the evening of Wednesday 19th December, and hope that you will join us to listen to some beautiful singing and reading at this special time of year. Refreshments and a chance to catch up with other families will also be included. 

Exciting news this week is that Bellingham Middle School was given a Gold Award in recognition of our participation in Make Your Mark, the national youth consultation of the UK Youth Parliament. This was a great result, especially given all the hard work and effort pupils have given to learning about the UK democratic system and process, and most importantly, about how their voice matters.   
Please could we continue our appeal for four pint size plastic milk cartons and lids for our school igloo STEM project? Remember to bring to school empty, washed and clean to give to Ms. Wilson.
Finally, thank you to the thirty families who have now returned the parent/carer questionnaire to school. We are learning so much from these and would really appreciate more returns. Another copy has been sent home this week in case it is needed. 
Kind regards,
Helen Samuels,

Acting Headteacher

______________________________________________________________________________________
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO TOGETHER THIS WEEKEND?
COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS                                       
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Attendance this week – 95.85%
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Did you know?
The school day has two attendance sessions.  If your child seems unwell in the morning but is better by lunchtime, please bring them into school for the afternoon session. 
This will help to keep your child’s attendance as high as possible.

_______________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL NEWS AND EVENTS
	WELL DONE TO OUR HOUSE POINT HEROES OF THE WEEK!



	KESTREL (96)
	MERLIN (73)
	OSPREY (96)
	PEREGRINE (67)

	Grace (Y5)

Harlie & Imogen (Y7)

Alex (Y8)


	Cameron (Y5)

Amy (Y7)

Alicia (Y8)
	Ebony (Y5)

Shaun (Y7)

Samantha (Y8)
	Sam B (Y5)

Lucy, Sam & Ruby (Y7)

Imogen (Y8)
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MEMOS AND REMINDERS
Enrichment Homework: remember that you can look up options for your child by clicking on the Homework tab on our website. Homework club runs each day, including computer access, if your child needs  support. Pupils must do one project but can opt to complete more, choosing different subjects each time.

Careers Fair: Please let Mrs Samuels know if you – or anybody you know - would be willing to talk to small groups of pupils about your job. We are aiming to develop a week of opportunities for children to broaden their horizons and aspirations. To do this, we need the support of our local and wider community, beginning with the talent pool on our doorsteps – you! Thank you to those who have already offered so far… 

:
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES    
Tues 11th Dec




Show Racism the Red Card Day (PE Kits needed)

Thurs 13th Dec




Christmas Lunch

Friday
14th Dec




Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 14th Dec




Autumn 2 Enrichment Homework Deadline

Wed 19th Dec




Festive Arts VARC Day 

Wed 19th Dec




Christmas Celebration  6.30pm – all welcome

Thurs 20th Dec




Christmas Party Day

Fri 21st Dec




Carol Service at St Cuthbert’s Church – 11am   
Fri 21st Dec




End of autumn term
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17th January: Northumberland Theatre Company: This touring theatre company will be performing “The Little Maid Who Danced To Every Mood”, adapted from Helena Nyblom’s Scandinavian children’s adventure, in West Woodburn Parish Hall at 6.30pm. Tickets available in West Woodburn Shop or tel: 01434 270127. Suitable for all the family.





 13th December: Sankta Lucia Festival: Bring some light into December darkness by joining in this traditional Scandinavian celebration at Hexham Abbey from 7pm. Tickets for the Luciatag now available at www.Eventbrite.co.uk   Under 18s are free. 








Thank you! We really appreciate all your efforts in getting to school on time, ready to start our day promptly.

















Green Tree School Award: This week, we welcomed Emma from the Woodland Trust and learned about the importance of planting trees in our environment, not just for now, but for the future. As a school, we have nearly earned our Bronze Award. We are now looking for a Green Team of pupils to take this forward. If your child loves the environment and protecting the planet, then please encourage them to sign up with Mrs Samuels.





KS3 PSHCE Awards:  Congratulations to all our Y8 pupils, who have now all completed their Healthy Relationships programme led by Ambre from NDAS. We have been proud of the responsible and respectful way our oldest pupils have engaged with this work, especially around making good decisions and keeping themselves safe. We would like to thank Ambre for her excellent work and look forward to seeing her next term to work with Y7. 





� INCLUDEPICTURE "https://kimpediatrics.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/your-voice-matters-image.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





If we speak out, then we can make changes.








Youth Parliament GOLD AWARD:  Our Pupil Forum was delighted to hear that BMS has won a gold award for their support of the UK Youth Parliament’s Make Your Mark. On learning that this award had been won, they reflected on why their voice matters…











If our voices are not heard, then how will the world become a better place in the future? 





It matters that we are heard as we are the future.





Don’t be afraid to use your voice.





Our voice counts. We can get people’s points across.








We should be heard. We represent and speak for the school.











Together, we represent the voices of our school community to make changes.





We have a right to be heard. carfamily. 








Our voices are our lives.





Did you know? Children’s Human Rights: Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. This right applies at all times.





SPORTS REPORT: On Monday 3rd December, Mr Ramshaw and Mrs Fletcher took 26 students to Ovingham Middle School to participate in the Area Cross-Country Championships.  Despite the horrific conditions of the previous weekend, happily the weather was perfect on the day and allowed for good racing.  The pupils were brilliant throughout, showing tremendous resilience and intrinsic motivation to complete the gruelling course.  A special mention must go to Erin in Year 8 and Aidan in Year 6 who qualified for the County Championships which will take place in the new year.








