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HEADTEACHER MESSAGE

With just one more week of the autumn term to go, pupils continue to be extremely busy at school. We welcomed back our friends from Show Racism the Red Card, the UK's leading anti-racism educational charity. Each class responded very positively to their workshop, learning more about how discrimination and prejudice can affect others. We are looking forward to SRTRC returning in January to deliver the fitness element to the programme. 
Yesterday, it was lovely for our school community to enjoy an extended lunch hour to savour the traditional delights of a wonderful Christmas lunch. We would like to thank Sylvia and her team for cooking up such delicious festive fare. A mention should also go to our prefects and Y8 pupils who kindly gave up their time to help the event run smoothly: Alex, Thomas, Alicia, Ryan, Imogen, Paige, Samantha, Connor, Hannah, Olivia, Maddy C and Bethany.
Thank you to those families who returned the reply slips for the proposed evening Christmas Celebration. Given the uncertain weather forecast and the low uptake for this event, we have subsequently decided to hold a Christmas Celebration assembly at 2.50pm on the last day of term instead to allow more pupils to take part. For those who enjoy a school production, please be reassured that we will be performing once again in the summer. Our end of term events next week include: 

· Non-uniform reward day for Peregrine and Merlin Houses on Monday 17th

· a VARC Festive Arts Day on Wednesday 19th – see ADT update below
· KS2/3 Christmas parties on Thursday 20th – party clothes allowed

· Carol Service at St Cuthbert’s at 11.00am on Friday 21st – limited spaces available

· Christmas Celebration assembly at 2.50pm on Friday 21st  - all welcome 

Kind regards,
Helen Samuels,

Acting Headteacher

______________________________________________________________________________________
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO TOGETHER THIS WEEKEND?
COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS                                      
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Attendance this week – 97.04%
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 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
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Did you know?
Absences add up! Missing just 2 days a month means a child misses 10% of the school year.
_______________________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL NEWS AND EVENTS
	WELL DONE TO OUR HOUSE POINT HEROES OF THE WEEK!



	KESTREL (194)
	MERLIN (165)
	OSPREY (186)
	PEREGRINE (140)

	Grace & Daniel (Y5)

Isaac (Y6)

George (Y7)

Alex (Y8)


	Cameron (Y5)

Callum (Y6)

Tayah (Y7)

Thomas (Y8)
	James (Y5)

Nina (Y6)

Shaun (Y7)

Bethany (Y8)
	Sam C (Y5)

Lucy C (Y6)

Lucy H  (Y6)

Joseph (Y8)



	Remember : Non-uniform reward day for Peregrine and Merlin Houses on Monday 17th December.
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Show Racism the Red Card Day: 
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Run to Lapland:
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Children’s Dream Restaurant Television Opportunity:
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MEMOS AND REMINDERS
Careers Fair: Please let Mrs Samuels know if you – or anybody you know - would be willing to talk to small groups of pupils about your job. We are aiming to develop a week of opportunities for children to broaden their horizons and aspirations. To do this, we need the support of our local and wider community, beginning with the talent pool on our doorsteps – you! Thank you to those who have already offered so far… 
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    Bike Helmets: Your child must wear a bike helmet as he or she cycles to or from our school. We will let you know if we notice your child without a helmet and have to insist that he or she does not ride until one is worn.  Please remind your child to stay safe on our roads by wearing a helmet. 
Contacting school if your child is ill: Could all parents please inform us by 9.15 am if your child is not able to attend school due to illness. You can leave a message on the answerphone if the line is busy or email:  middleadmin@bellinghampartnership.uk
Dinner Money: Please pay on the day or weekly from September. It is not possible to put credit on a tab. Whilst we would never see a child go hungry, we cannot afford to subsidise your child’s meal. If you require free school meals for your child, then please apply to Northumberland County Council. Call: 01670 623592 or apply online, using the link below. Thank you for your support. 

https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=Free_School_Meals
:

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES    

Friday
14th Dec




Christmas Jumper Day

Friday 14th Dec




Autumn 2 Enrichment Homework Deadline

Wed 19th Dec



         
            Festive Arts VARC Day 

Thurs 20th Dec




Christmas Party Day

Fri 21st Dec




            Carol Service at St Cuthbert’s Church – 11am   

Fri 21st Dec




            Christmas Celebration Assembly – 2.50pm

Mon 7th Jan





Teacher Training Day – no pupils

Tues 8th Jan





Spring term – pupils return to school

Tues 8th Jan 





Epiphany Assembly
Fri 11th Jan





Whole School Theatre Royal Trip to Pantomine

Fri 11th Jan





London Trip – £70 instalment due for method one

Wed 16th Jan





Y6 Dr Barnardo’s Outreach
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15th & 16th December at Belsay:  Make the most of winter evenings this December with an enchanting experience of light, colour and sound as Belsay Hall, Castle and Gardens is transformed into an illuminated world. Free with English Heritage membership.4.30pm-9.00pm


Hall, Castle and Gardens is transformed into an illuminated world.





15th & 16th December: Relaxed Opening – Pit Yard Skating   - Woodhorn Museum will open early for this magical event, which provides a more relaxed session for visitors on the autism spectrum and those who feel more comfortable in a quieter environment. Come along and enjoy festive fun for all the family. Woodhorn Museum, Ashington, NE63 9YF. 10am – 4pm. Adult £5 Child £4





Thank you! We really appreciate all your efforts in getting to school on time, ready to start our day promptly.

















ADT Update  Remember to bring in safe, natural materials to use on our VARC Festive Arts Day. The theme is ‘Nature Does It Best’. You will also need a bag or shoebox to take your work home on this day. 


Well done to all year groups for outstanding ceramics work this term. This week, weird and wonderful creatures, designed and created by KS2, looked superb in different coloured glazes, following a trip to the kiln. A special thank you must go to Mrs Basing for taking the children’s work to be fired at the National Glass Centre in Sunderland.  





SRTRC workshops this week gave every pupil a valuable opportunity to develop an age-appropriate understanding of prejudice and discrimination. We were proud of how well each class engaged with their workshop and   would like to thank the SRTRC professionals who led these excellent and memorable sessions for pupils. This important work reminded us of two of our school 5Rs: that we are responsible for our words and actions, and that we should respect others.      





The annual 'Run to Lapland' has now started in PE lessons with each class competing against each other to complete as many laps as possible in a bid to replicate the distance between Bellingham and Lapland.  So far, Year 5 and 7 have given all their physical efforts in their attempts, with Year 6 and 8 still to run. Update next week on whether we reach the 2303 miles needed!





Lion Television Company (responsible for Horrible Histories and Homes under the Hammer) has been in touch with our school to invite applications from any interested children for a new television series, which will see teams of children working together to create a themed pop-up restaurant of their design, including menu. 


Your child would need to get together with other children to form a team of six; three would cook up their delicious menu whilst three would be responsible for the dining service. Any pupils wishing to apply should see Mrs Samuels for an application pack. Parental consent must be given. All instructions are included in the application pack, should your child wish to apply.














